
Year 9 2026/27



GCSE Years



Excellent Outcomes

● 13 of our students gaining 3 A*/A grades  or more

● Another 6 gaining 2 A*/A grades & 2 B grades

● Many going on to LSE, UCL, Imperial, Bath, Exeter, 

Loughborough, Warwick, York etc. 



Behind it all…



Important dates 

Y9 Options Exams: Monday 19th January
Y9 Options Choice Deadline: Friday 27th February

Expectations Evening Thursday 24th September
Options Evening Wednesday 3th February
Parents’ Evening Thursday 25th February

Audit 1 Friday 20th November
Audit 2 Thursday 11th February
Audit 3 Tuesday 20th July



Thinking ahead

GCSE Exams…

Monday 7th May 2029

Y9 - 38
Y10 - 38 (35)
Y11 - 30 (26)

99 weeks remaining



GCSE Grading



Organisation and Planning 

What to do…

Clean tidy working space

• Organised by subject
• Colour coded
• Free from distractions 

Correct equipment

• Pen, pencil, ruler, highlighters, calculator, headphones, anything subject specific

Sensible plan

• Cue cards, weekly revision or homework plan / timetable, 

folders, dividers, revision books

Technology as an aid

• Set reminders
• Revision apps
• Find a way to avoid use as distraction (Screen time passcode time limits)



•Do something with the information - flash cards, mind 
maps, explaining key ideas

•Switch it up – don’t do the same thing all the time

•Test yourself – use Quizlet, Seneca or create your own

•Spread it out – don’t leave it all until the end of the year

•Students have been guided towards revision materials - 
revision guides and flashcards in particular. 

Revision Techniques



•Attend school on time, every day

•Parental reason given for all 
absence

•95% attendance

•Please let us know if you have 
concerns at the earliest opportunity

Attendance Matters



Attendance Matters

Morning tutor time is being used to provide revision time, but also key 
resources and tips for revision. Being late will have a negative impact on 

your child, even if they are not missing a lesson.



Attendance Matters



Sleep



1. Stick to a sleep schedule

2. Pay attention to what you eat and drink

3. Create a restful environment

4. Limit daytime naps

5. Include physical activity in your daily routine

6. Manage worries

Sleep



Wellbeing

Mental 
Health

Productivity

LearningOutcomes

Attendance

Wellbeing



The other stuff…





What is the DofE?

The DofE is a life-changing  
adventure for young 
people aged 14-24

It helps young people 
develop skills for their  
future life and work



What is involved?







Volunteering section

Helping others and 
making a difference 
to the causes they 
care about





Physical section

Improving their health 
and fitness and having 
fun along the way!





Skills section

Developing existing 
skills or discovering 
new things to love





Expedition

Spending time in the great
outdoors and creating 
lifelong memories



The Education People Delivery are our expedition partners



There will be two expedition sessions, which will take place across a Friday and Saturday. The practice 
expedition will be from 14th-15th May and the final assessed expedition will be from 9th-10th July. 

Prior to the expedition, students will be supported to plan their expedition, including their walking route, 
meal plan and map reading skills through a training day in school in March TBC.

We will be using The Education People outdoor education to deliver the training and assist with supervising 
the expedition. 

We are able to hire / borrow the majority of the kit from The Education People to supplement in school kit to 
keep costs as minimal as possible. 

There will be a cost of approximately £180 for the combined practice and assessed expedition, plus £31 
sign up cost.  If this is likely to be a financial barrier to participation, please contact: 
dofe@bordengrammar.kent.sch.uk so that we are able to discuss financial assistance. 

mailto:dofe@bordengrammar.kent.sch.uk






Application and sign up

Google form for application

● Complete form with intentions for each section. This can be changed later if 
necessary. 

● Complete paragraph to say why you would like to take part. This is especially 
important if oversubscribed. 

Successful applicants

● Email notification to parents.
● Payment for sign up required after place confirmed (£31)
● Payments spread for expedition. Deposit to secure place.



















What is the DofE?

The DofE is a life-changing  
adventure for young 
people aged 14-24

It helps young people 
develop skills for their  
future life and work



What is involved?



What is involved?





Volunteering section

Helping others and 
making a difference 
to the causes they 
care about





Physical section

Improving their health 
and fitness and having 
fun along the way!





Skills section

Developing existing 
skills or discovering 
new things to love





Expedition

Spending time in the great
outdoors and creating 
lifelong memories



Level Training Duration Minimum hours of 
planned activity each 
day

Practice Qualifying

Silver Camp craft, map 
skills, first aid, 
navigation

3days, 2 
nights

3days, 2 
nights

7 hours planned activity 
per day 



There will be two expedition sessions, which will take place across a Thursday, Friday and Saturday. The 
practice expedition will be from 14th-16th May and the final assessed expedition will be from 9th-11th July. 

Prior to the expedition, students will be supported to plan their expedition, including their walking route, 
meal plan and map reading skills. There will also be a training day in school on the 19th March for students 
who have not participated in the Bronze award.

We will be using KCC outdoor education to deliver the training and assist with supervising the expedition. 

We are able to hire / borrow the majority of the kit from KCC to keep costs as minimal as possible. 

There will be a cost of approximately £280 for the combined practice and assessed expedition. There is an 
extra charge of £30 for direct entry students for the training day, plus £31 sign up cost. If this is likely to be a 
financial barrier to participation, please contact aphillips@bordengrammar.kent.sch.uk so that we are able 
to discuss financial assistance. 

mailto:aphillips@bordengrammar.kent.sch.uk






Application and sign up

Google form for application

● Complete form with intentions for each section. This can be changed later if 
necessary. 

● Complete paragraph to say why you would like to take part. This is especially 
important if oversubscribed. 

Successful applicants

● Email notification to parents
● Payments spread for expedition. Deposit to secure place.
















