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Borden Grammar School
“Developing minds, creating futures and striving forward together”

BORDEN TRUST VISION 

Borden Grammar school provides a supportive and inclusive academic 

environment. We nurture our students to become courageous, creative and 

resilient in their response to challenge and to be respectful and kind to others. Our 

ethos develops a drive for achievement and personal development, allowing our 

young people to grow; reaching their full potential and so leading the way to a 

better future.



1. Support: we help students feel part of a caring and fully inclusive community

2. Inspire: we help students aspire and give them the tools they need to get there 

3. Achieve: students achieve their potential, making the world a better place



A bit about Borden

Training Corps 1902

Grew from 23 students to 79 students in 1914

150 Years?



The Changing School over 150 years



Striving Forward Together



Striving Forward Together



Looking after the physical school in the last 5 years…

● New reception (>£20k)

● Second hand canopy (>£10k)

● V block (>£6m)*

● New plumbing and heating (>£1.7m)*

● New electrics, ceilings and doors (>£1.5m)*

● New auditorium (>£85k)*

● Renovating toilets (>£80k)*

● Renovated DT rooms and flooring (>£15k)

● Painting, pictures, lockers…

*Resulted from successful bids where the school contributed 

approx £300k



Where are we now?

● Last year of increase to 150 intake

● 3 years of positive progress 8 (best ever)

● Best A level results

● Fully staffed (with degree specialists)







State of the Nation?

● Considerable improvement to buildings

● 4 successive years of excellent GCSE results (best VA in area)

● Top 1% in attendance and lowest quartile in terms of suspensions

● Strong and improving A level results & very strong progression

● Outward looking (i.e. CPD, VAWG, ABA, NEETs)

● Good staff retention and fully staffed with specialists



Why come to Borden?

● High expectations (from all)

● High challenge and standards

● Outcomes and progression

● Community and partnership

● Values and pastoral care



Ofsted November 2021…2026 published soon!

“Relationships are strong 
and supportive”

“They trust their teachers and know 
that adults will help them if they have 

a problem. Pupils are settled and 
happy at school as a result”

“Standards of behaviour are high 
both in lessons and at social 

times.” 

“The community at Borden Grammar 
School is harmonious”

“The curriculum at Borden Grammar School 
has breadth and balance”

“Pupils are keen to learn and respectful to all”



Parents? 2026 Ofsted Parent View…

0% of parents think their child is unsafe at school

Only 1% of parents say their child is unhappy at school

“Both my boys are thriving there, being able to develop and grow to their full potential.”

“There is no other school I’d rather send my children to”



Kind

Courageous

Resilient

Creative
EFFORT

Perseverance Diligent

Determination

Commitment Independent

Consistent

Ingenuity Individuality

Inspiring

Versatile

Curious
Questioning

Ethical Forgiving

Empathy Loyal

Moral
Caring

Tolerant
Thoughtful

Reliable
Equality

Organised Team player

Good Manners

Humility Fair

Aspirational  Seizing the 
day

Ambitious Positive
Confident

Strength of character Integrity

Respectful



2025s Helping our Community



2025s Thinking of our Community



Charity Week at Borden



Trips at Borden



The City That Never Sleeps!



Skiing in Italy



Physics in Geneva



Barcelona!



English and Art Trips



Highlights at Borden



Highlights at Borden



Highlights at Borden



Highlights at Borden



Outcomes at Borden



Highlights at Borden



Highlights at Borden



What do we expect? (The Borden Challenge)

● Kindness

● Respect

● Creativity

● Resilience

● Courage

What word is at the root of it all?



What do you need to do?

● You must register for both the Kent Test and Borden procedure 

between Monday 1st June - Wednesday 1st July

● Sit the Kent Test (Thursday 10th September)

● Sit the Borden test on Saturday 12th September



Familiarisation

● Familiarisation is a good idea…

● Quest/Atom learning (sign up in Library) 

● Borden admissions website



Admissions

We have a Pupil Admission Number of 150

● 15% of these places are allocated to pupils who either have been or who 
still are in receipt of Free School Meals who pass the Kent Test. If this 
applies to you then in October complete a Supplementary Information 
Form on our website (under admissions)

● Four priority postcodes exist – why?



Admissions

Traditional School Areas:

● Firstly children who reside in 
the postcode areas beginning 
with: ME9, ME10, ME11, 
ME12.

● Then children who reside in 
postcode areas ME8 & ME13.

● And finally, children living in 
any other area.



Do’s and Dont’s…

DO put Borden on the SCAAF form (1st if passed)

DON’T put us first if not passed and intend to appeal

DO appeal if you are close

DO take the Borden Test

DO familiarise (see Borden website)

DON’T have tutoring in order to pass



Appeals

● If you have taken the Kent test and not quite as expected, consider option 

of appeal depending on the score

● Under 100 is generally unlikely to be successful unless ‘GDS’

● Contact admissions officer - Jackie Cole who will help

● Students who come to us on appeal often do well!


